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A Pair of 
Clean Shoes and Boots 
FOR A 


Dirty Baronet. 


> Hilſt Infidelity is ſo much in vogue 
with the Libertines of this Age ; 
and the Liberty of the Preſs 
ſo great, that every Bold Pre- 

== tender who has more Conceit than 
— thinks himſelf ſufficiently qualify'd to 
make ſucceſsful Attacks upon the Chriſtian Re- 
Iigion ; It is not much to be wonder'd at, that 
the moſt Heterodox, nay, that the moſt Irreli- 
gious and Abominable Opinions ſhould be Pro- 
pagated and Patronized, and put upon the Eaſy 
and Credulous part of Mankind, as Bold and 
Seaſonable Truths. 
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2 1 | 
If the Caſe did not ſtand thus, it might be 
| juſt Matter of Aſtoniſhment, haw {a many Bold 
Scribblers, who have nothing elle to recommend 
'em to the World, but a Daring Front, and a 
ſufficient Stock of Ill Principles, (imbibed with 
their Mother's Milk,) ſhou'd dare to launch forth 
in fo much InveQive againſt the Church Eftab- 
liſhed. A flaming and notorious Inſtance of 
which, we have in the Pamphlet under Con- 
ſideration. And whether the Name of the Au- 
thor be Real or Fictitious, it matters not: For 
tho he may probably be a Baronet, yet to the 
Name of a Chriſtian, or Gentleman, I think he 
can ſcarce lay any Claim, nor as ſuch ſhall I treat 
him. For, what Right can he have to the firſt, 
who, under a pretence of more than common 


| Concern for Religion, endeavours to run down 


the Inſtitutions of Chriſt ; and to lay that aſide, 
without which, no Man has the leaſt Claim to 
the Name of a Chriſtian 2 Or to the ſecond ? 
For no one who has the leaſt ſenſe of Good- 
Manners, - ( without much better Grounds ) 
wou'd go about to Defame an Order of Men fo 
Sacred, and ſo much Reverenced and Eſteem'd 
by all Good and Conſiderate Perfons ; and Un- 
dervalu'd by none, but ſuch, as Undervalue Re- 
Hgion ; or ſuch as have no other Deſign, than 
to wound ev'n Chriftianity 1t felf through the 
fideg of its Clergy. His Principles, in the main, 
I _ from that choice Piece, falſly call'd; 

Nights of the Chriſtian Church, Aſjerted, 
And DE ſkin tive 2 Ry has 
been fully Anſwered, and Confuted more than 
bY We once z 


| KK 

once; yet our Author has thought fit to rake 
into fo filthy a Kennel, in order to Traduce 
the Church, and its moſt Deſerving Members. 
And tho' the Rights is drawn up with much 
more Subtilty and Cunning, yet This does not 
fall one Ace ſhort of it in Rancour and Malice. 
And yet, for all this, I will take upon me, for 
once, the ſhort Penance of tracing his Wandrings; 
and *tis none of my fault, that they are ſo ſenſe- 
leſs and ſtupid, as not to be capable of a more 
compleat and ſubſtantial Confutation. For tis 
plain enough, that he has drawn up his Scribble 
with ſo much Weakneſs and Perverſeneſs, that 
it is not eaſy to be determined, whether he hag. 
betrayed more of his Inſufficiency, or Inſincerity, 
his Wickedneſs, or Folly. For if he is in Good- 
Earneft, I pity his Underſtanding ; if not, he 
has a ſtrange Conſcience, and on that - account 
1s much more an Obje& of Pity. He has con- 
trived the whole Performance fo ill, that it is 
neither ſuited to Perſwade the Wiſe, nor Deceive 
the Simple. His Falſifications are ſo open and 
bare-faced, that if I had never-ſo-great a deſign 
to expoſe the Folly of his Pretences, and the 
Feeblenefs of his Reaſonings, I could not father 
upon him more unlucky Inſtances of Boldneſs 
and Diſingenuity. 

The greateſt Vent of his Spite and Rancour is 
to belch forth filthy Slanders and Reproaches 
againſt the Conforming Clergy ; they are. fet 
up by him as a common Mark to Shoot at : To 
Cenſure and Reform them, is the moſt plaufible |} 
Pretence for his Pecviſhnels and Ill Nature; and | 

| wm: | 


(6) A 
to Abuſe them, is what he ſeems to reckon the prin- 
cipal Teſt of his Goodneſs and Wit, tho I may ſafe- 
ly pronounce it the greateſt Inſtance of his Fol- 
ly and Wickedneſs, He has rummaged that ex- 
cellent Book of Mr. Chillingworth's, Intituled, The 
Religion of Proteſtants, a ſafe way to Salvation 
but at the ſame time has foully miſapplied it: 
and whatever that Learned Author has ſaid a- 
gainſt the Uſurpations of the Church of Rome, 
this ſen/leſs One has dragged in by Head and 
Shoulders againſt the Church eſtabliſned. But 
to digreſs no farther, he tells us, in his Dedi- 
cation 

That before he met by chance with Dr. Snape's 
Book written in the Bangorian Controverſy, theſe 
Mitters were foreign to his Thoughts. And fol 
may venture to ſay they are ſtill, if we may 
judge of his way of Thinking, by his Writings ; 
for he ſeems to have made but a ſmall Profict- 
ency, ev'n on that (ide of the Controverſy in- 
to which he has lately liſted himſelf ; and all 
along has widely miſtaken the State of the 
Queſtion. Ard tho he gives into this Opinion, 
That the Biſbop of Bangor's Principles are con- 
tain'd in the judicious Hooker and Chillingworth ; 
hope he will permit other People (who have 
much leſs Bias of Prejudice upon their Minds, 
and are ſomewhat better verſed in the Writings 
of theſe two Great Men) to think quite-other- 

- Wiſe. The beſt and moſt valuable Authors, in- 
deed, by leaving out one thing, and putting in 
| Another, may be compelled, to ſpeak any thing, 
and may be tortured to a ſenſe the Authors 


A © *them- 
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themſelves never dreamt of: and by this and no 
other kind of Practice, Hooker and Chillingworth 
may be dragg'd into the Bangorian fide of the 
Queſtion ; when by a fair and candid Interpre- 
tation, 'tis only impoſſible to make them ſpeak 
any thing like it. | 

P. 5. He informs us, That when he reflectt, how 
the Chriſtian Religion ſeems to be calculated for the 
ſettling and eſtabliſhing Peace and Good-Will a- 


mongft Men, he was ſtartled to find it chiefly 


made uſe of to promote Rebellion, Diſcord, Am- 
moſities, and Bloodſbed. Tis plain from hence, 
that a ſmall Matter will ſtartle him; he is fo 
conſcious of Guilt, as to be almoſt afraid of his 
own Shadow; which, if I may judge of his Bo- 
dy by his Mind, is monſtrous enough to ſhock 
a Perſon of much more Courage and Reſolution ; 
and will once take upon me to preſume, that all 
the Nurſes and Good-Women in Gloceſterſbire, uſe 
his moſt awful Name, inſtead of Raw- Head and 
Bloody- Bones, to ſcare their Naughty Children in- 
to Good-Manners. But be that as it will : Who 
are the Perſons that promote Diſcord and Ani- 
moſities, inſtead of Peace and Good-Will amongſt 
Men? He may poſſibly have Braſs ſufficient in his 
Countenance to affirm, that they are the Clergy 
of the Church of England. But if he affirms any 
thing like it, it muſt be owing either to his Daring 


Front, or to his Egregious Folly and Ignorance of 


the Principles of the Church; to which, by his 
way of Writing, we may ſaſely pronounce him 
an utter Stranger. Rebellion, heican'tbut'know, 
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is no Doctrinę of the Church of England : And as 


to the Clergy's being the Occaſion of Diſcords 
and Animoſities, he may with as much reaſon 
charge him as an Incendiary, who endeavours 
to extinguiſh the Flame, that another with a 
Wicked Intention has kindled. But in order 
to put an end to our unhappy Differences, he 
wiſely offers what follows. CERES 

P. 8. The beſt and faireft way (lays he) of 


Settling the Peace of the World, wou d be to have 


u more Articles of Faith required to be aſſented 
to, than thoſe that are expreſſed, without any 
Explanation, only in Words of Scripture. And 
what Church, I deſire to know, but the Rom/b 
{to which, whether he knows it or not, he 
ſeems to be neareſt allied) pretends to ſet up any 
thing for an Article of Faith, but what may be 
7 in expreſs Words of Scripture, or is fair- 
ly deducible from it? When Hereſies ſprung up 
in the Church, ſome of the Ancient Creeds that 
were drawn up againſt them, we find vary ing in 
Expreſſion, tho not in Senſe from Scripture ; 
and the reaſon was this, that the — Rant 

nd Peſtilent Hereticks quoted Scripture for their 
Opinions ; but Scripture miſapplied, and miſin- 
terpreted: and on that very Account the Church 
was forced to fix a True and Genuine Senſe, 
2s a Teſt of Orthodoxy, in order to keep ſuch 
Peſts of Religion (whole chief Buſineſs was to 


Religion, by denying the Author and 
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gunder of it) out of the Pale of the G. 
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(9) 
We are told by (a) Vincentius Lirinenſis, That all 
the Ancient Hereticks had a different Interpre- 


ration of Scripture, inaſmuch as there were as 


many different Sences of the ſame Texts, as 
Herefies : © Novatianus interpreting the Word 
* of God one way; Photinus another; Sabellins 
% another ; Donatus another; Arius, Eunomius, 
* Macedonius another; Jovinianus, Pelagius, 
* Celeſtins another; and, in fine, Neſtorins an- 
* other : And on that account, (he tells us) 
* jt was requiſite that there ſhould be a Catholick 
* Sence of Scripture eſtabliſhed, 

P. 10. But are we Wiſer than God? He re- 
quires no more, than to Believe what he has Re- 
vealed, in the Words and Manner in which he has 
Reveal d it. And who, I ſhou'd be glad to 
know, requires more ? Does the Church of Eng- 
land 2 It the does, *twou'd be kind in this Gen- 
tleman, ( who ſeems ſo much concern'd for the 
Spiritual Liberties of Mankind) to inſtance in 
the Particulars : And till he has done it, I ſhall 
take no farther notice of ſo General a Charge. 

P. ibid. I cann't underſtand why a Man who 
really believes whas 1s revealed in Scripture, and 
will in thoſe Words aſlent to it, can be juſtly 
branded with any Name of Infamy. Neither can I, 
provided he gives his Aſſent to the Words of 
Scripture, in the ſame Sence and Meaning in 


— — 
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(a) Adverſ. Hæreſ. cap. it. p. 7. Edit. Oxon. 1531. Qua videlicet 
Scripturam ſacram pro ipſa ſua altitudine non um eodemque ſenſu uni- 
ver ſi accipiunt: ſed ejuſdem eloquia alien, atque aliter, alios atque alius 
interpretatur ; ut pene quot homines, tot illic Sententiæ erui poſſe vi- 
deantur, aliter namque pm Novatianus, Witer Photinus, &c. 
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(10) 
which they were revealed. But who, I pray, 
is to be Judge of this? every wild Pretender 
to more than common Sence, (tho' his Shallows 
are innumerable ;) or the Governours of the 
Church, who are Authorized for that Purpoſe, 
and have a Right to Interpret Scripture, and 
declare the Faith of a Chriſtian ; not by an Ab- 
ſolute and Infallible, but a Competent Authority, 
By miſtaking of which Diſtinction, our Author, 
as ſeveral others have done before him, has con- 
founded the Authority of the Church allowed 
by all Chriſtians, with that of its Infallibility, 
denied by all but the Papiſts. And becauſe Un- 
conditional and Abſolute Obedience is due to 
none but God, nor has he delegated any ſuch 
Power to Men ; Will it therefore follow, that, 
in this reſpect, He has given no Power at all to 
his Church? As Chriſt has appointed Officers 
in his Church, to Govern it, which will be 
denied by none but downright Infidels ; and as 
the Notion of Office, implies Power : ſo we may 
aſſure our ſelves, that the Clergy were never in- 
tended to be debarred of the Power of Direction. 
Nay, ſome Powers are appropriated in ſuch a 
manner to the Chief Officers or Stewards of 
Chriſt's Church, (Ambaſſadors I dare ſcarce call 
them, for fear of giving Offence to this Right 
Worſhipful Knight, and Doubty Diſputant, ) 
that they cann't be exerciſed by thoſe of the 
Lower Orders of the Church, much leſs the 
Laity : So this of Interpreting Scripture, (for 
which ſome of the Laity are by no means quali- 
fied) moſt certainly belongs to the a” of 
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(11) 
God's Word and Sacraments. For the greater 
part of Mankind are Ignorant, and muſt depend 
upon the Judgment of others. Now, what wild 
Work, and ſtrange Confuſion wou'd it make, to 
leave it to every Man, Woman, or Child to pick 
out their own Faith from the Scriptures! We 
ſhou'd have as many Religions then as Faces, 
and ſo many different Faiths. And ſuppoſe the 
Scriptures are a compleat Rule of Faith, (as they 
moſt certainly are ; ) How ſhall we agree about 
the true Meaning and Interpretation of them ? 
We ſee every Se& quote Scripture, in Vindica- 
tion of their Erroneous Opinions, and every one 
has his own Interpretation of it: And theſe are 
the Inconveniences which neceſſarily attend the 
leaving every Man to follow his own Private 
Judgment. Which wou'd be a noble Claim, 
indeed, cou'd it be made out, and every Man 
was qualify'd for it. But I ask whether every 
Chriſtian has a Capacity ſufficient to judge for 
himſelf? If he has not, (which, I preſume, no 
Body will pretend to affirm ; ) How can he have 
a Right to Judge, without a Capacity? Or what 
will his Right fignifie, if he does not know how 
to Apply it, or what Uſe to make of it? If it 
be ſaid, that every Man has a Right to Judge 
for himſelf, whether he has a Capacity, or not; 


it is no more than ſaying, in other terms, that 


he has a Right to do what is impoſſible. 
P. ib. The only ſafe Guide to direct and teach 


us the Will of God, is the Bible: As for the Fa- 


thers, Church-Hiſtory, and Tradition, they are 
nothing more than An and help fe 
8 2 wit 


(18.9 

with Matter to ſupport their own Errours, and 
delude others. Say you ſo, good Sir? And who 
gave you an Authority in ſuch Matters, above 
the Fathers? I find, (to make uſe of the Ex- 
preſſion of (a) an Ingenious Writer, © You are 
* pleas'd to take no ſmall Freedom with them, 
upon a very ſmall and ſlender Acqua:ntance, ” 
Are Thoſe who were the immediate Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles, and had better Opportunities of 
Knowing the Will of their Lord and Maſter, than 
any at this diſtance of Time, (how Wiſe ſoever he 
may be in his own Conceit, ) or Sir Richard Cox, 
who, I will take upon me to fay, is as little 
skill'd in the Scriptures, as Fathers, and knows 
nothing of either of them, the moſt to be de- 
pended on? From the Teſtimony of the Fathers, 
we receive the Canon of Scripture, which is 
what no Man can pretend to determine, at this 
diſtance, without relying on the Authority of the 
Church, and Primitive Fathers : There are no 
Paſſages in Holy Writ that can give us Light in 
this Matter; no Text in the Bible, by which we 
can be certainly informed what Books are Cano- 
nical, and what not: And conſequently, in this 
Point, Private Judgment muſt be forced to pay 
the greateſt Submiſſion to the Authority of the 
Church, as being the Channel through which 
the Canon of Scripture has been conveyed to us 
and without which, Men cou'd never have found 
out thoſe. Laws by which they muſt be Judged 


() Remarks upon the. Biſhop of Bangor's Treatment of the 
by 


Clergy, and Convocation, P. 23. 
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(13) 
by at the Laft. And can we ſuppoſe that this 


Glorious Army of Martyrs, who look'd ſteadily: 
upon their Faith with one Eye, and look'd Death 


and Danger out of Countenance with the other, 
cou'd be ſo wicked, as to Impoſe upon us in a 
Matter of ſo much Weight and Concern ? 

P. 11. I fear in our Church there 1s more 


Concern to be perceiv d in the Succeſſors of the 


Apoſtles, towards good Preferments, than there 
1s Love to the Souls of Men, for whom Chriſt 
died Here we have a flaming Inſtance of this 
Gentleman's great Affection and Charity to the 
Church. If by our Church, he means the 
Church eſtabliſh'd; tho' probably, after all, 
he may mean ſome Diſſenting Conventicle ; to 
which, if I am rightly informed, he is much 
more firmly attach d: And if he affirms, that 
ſome Conventicle Teachers have more Regard: 


to Private Views, and Secular Advantages, than 


to the Good of Souls; (tho' I am far from 
aſſerting that they are all ſo:) I will not 
pretend ta gainſay him. Nay, granting farther, 
that ſome few of the Clergy of the Church of 
England may have ſuch Views; ought this to 
redound to the Diſcredit of the whole Church, 
or it's Clergy 2 Becauſe in the Number of Ten 
or Twelve "Thouſand, there may be ſome few, 
who are not in every reſpe& ſo Good as they 
ought to be; will it follow, by a neceſſary De- 
duction, that all the reſt are ſo too > Or, muſt 
the Good be involved in the Crimes of thoſe- 
that are Bad; and ſuffer in their Characters 
on that Account? 

Becauſe 


(14) 

Becauſe a certain Baronet in Gloceſterſhire is 
not ſo good in his Morals, or ſo well Prin- 
cipled as he ought to be ; Will it follow, that 
the reſt of the Baronets in that County are 
Immoral, or III-Principl'd? Becauſe one Per- 
ſon, that ſhall be nameleſs, 1s an Infidel, or 
rather an Atheiſt ; will it follow, that all of 
the ſame Rank and Degree in his Neighbour- 
hood, (tho* they fear God, honour the King, 
and live agreeably to God's Commands in all 
other reſpects) muſt be ſo too? When Sir 
Richard has ſatisfied me in theſe Queries, I 
will return a farther Anſwer to his idle Sup- 
poſition, and not till then. 

P. 12. The Lineal Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, 
make the meaneſt of their Order, more than 
Princes, Ambaſſadors of Heaven, But wherein 
do they do ſo? Affirming without Proof, I 
give him my Word, will not ſerve the Turn. 
Becauſe they are Obedient in all lawful Com- 
mands to Civil Magiſtrates ; Does it follow from 
thence, that they aſſume a Superiority over them? 
Or, becauſe they pay a more ready Regard 
and Obedience to the Will of Princes, than the 
Eccleſiaſticks of any other Church, or pretended 
Church whatſoever, holding it a Sin to reſiſt 
them; Does it from thence follow, that they 
eſteem themſelves of Superiour, or evn Equal 


Degree with Princes? Our Kings, indeed, out 


of their great Bounty have conferred ſeveral 
Favours upon the Church, and have given our 
Biſhops the Title of Lords; which, they have 
more Sence than to Claim as a Right adherent 


10 


(15) 
to Epiſcopacy : They readily acknowledge, what- 
ſoever they enjoy of this kind, to have ſtream'd 
from the Royal Munificence and Favour of the 
Civil Power. And this is, probably, what has 
given ſo great Offence. But if our Princes are 
the Fountain of Honour in this Kingdom, and 
from them all Civil Honour is derived ; and 
they have thought fit, to annex Baronies to 
Biſhopricks; Is this a greater Crime, than to 
grant Baronets Patents; and to confer that Ho- 
upon ſome of the Laity, not always the moſt 
deſerving of it? The Name Ambaſſadour, is 
no more than is expreſly given them in Scrip- 
ture; it is no uſurped Title, as this ſenſeleſs 
Writer might have been convinced, had he e- 
ver read over his Teſtament. In 2 Cor. 5. 
20, the Apoſtle takes upon him this offen- 
ſive Title, We (ſays he) are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as tho* God did beſeech you by us: we 
pray you in Chriſt's ſtead be ye reconciled to God. 
Which Mr. Poo! (not the greateſt Friend to 
the Church eſtabliſhed, and on that account, 
J hope he will be more readily attended to 
by our Pamphleteer, ) refers to thoſe two Paſ- 
ſages of our Saviours, Zohn 20. 21. Then ſaith 
Teſus unto them, Peace be unto you: as my Fa- 
ther hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you : and, Luke 10. 
16. He that heareth you, heareth ne: That is, 
As my Father authorizes me, ſo do I autho- 
rize you: and he that refuſes to hear you, 
acting agreeably to ſuch Authority, at the 
{ame time refuſes my Authority, by which you 
are Commiſſioned, But leſt our Wiſe Author 


ſhou'd 
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616) 
ſhou'd think, that this has no Regard to any, 
but ſuch as were ſent immediately by our Lord 
himſelf ; St. Paul gives this Charge concerning 
Timothy, 1 Cor. 16. 10. If Timotheus comes, ſee 
that he may be with you without fear: for he 
worketh the Work of the Lord, as J alſo do: 
Let no Man therefore deſpiſe him, And in a- 
nother place, (viz. 1 Theſ. 5. 12, 13.) We be- 
feeoh you, Brethren, (lays he to the Theſſalo- 
nian) to know them who labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſb yon; 
And efteem them highly for their Works ſake. 
And to the Hebrews, Obey them that have the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves : for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give an 
Account : Heb. 13. 17. Nay, St. Paul orders 
Titus to ſpeak, exhort, and rebuke with all Au- 
ehority : { it. 2. 15. Which had been very im- 
proper, had the People been under no Obliga- 

tion of Obedience to him. So that it 1s plain, 
that as the Title of Ambaſſador was aſſumed by 
the Apoſtles, and reſpected them as ſtanding 
and perpetual Officers of the Church : The ſame 
Name may be warrantably adiuitted amongſt their 
Succeflors, without any Prieſt-craft, or in the 
leaſt aſſuming more State or Title, than properly 
belongs unto them. 

P. 4. Can it poſſibly agree with the All-wiſe 
God, to place thoſe Divine Powers in the baſeſt 
and 4050 of Mens If by Divine Powers, he 
means ſuch miraculous Powers as were confer- 
red upon the Apoſtles, and their immediate Suc- 
ceflors; What Church, I ſhould be glad to know, 

(unleſs 


(17) 
(unleſs the Romiſh,) pretends to any ſuck 
Claim? But if he means, that it is not con- 
ſiſtent with the Attributes of God, that ſuch 
Men as our Clergy ſhould be the Apoſtles 
Succeſſors in their ordinary and ſtanding Pow- 
ers; I cann't, without much better Reaſons, come 
into his Opinion. But who, after all, are theſe 
vile People, that he takes upon him to ſtig- 
matize in this manner? Are they the Biſhops? 
I hope he has more Prudence, than to ath:m 
any ſuch thing, for fear of being call d to an 
Account for it: Are they the Inferiour Clergy ? 
I hope he has more Grace than to alert, that 
many of them are of the vile/t of the People; 
if by vile, he means, that they are ſo in point 
of Morals. But ſuppoſing, for Argument's ſake, 
that ſome few of them were really as bad as 
he repreſents them; Ought this, in Charity or 
Juſtice, to redound to the Diſcredit of the 
whole Order > There was one Judas amongſt 
the Twelve Apoſtles, and yet I don't find that 
his Crimes were charged upon the reſt of the 
Apoſtles. And there may be a vile Bart. in 
the County of Gloceſter, and yet his Brethren 
wou'd think it hard to have his Crimes laid to 
their Charge. But ſuppoſe he means Vile, in point 
of Pedigree; Does he not own, in the ſame 
Paragraph, That our Saviour choſe ſome of "the 
Meaneſt 7 the Hrae lites to be his Apoſtles? to let 
us ſee, that it was not the Honours and Riches 
of this World, that chiefly recommended Men to 
the Favour! of God. So that it Men are other- 
wiſe Worthy: of the Order of Prieſthood, our 
; — C Saviour's 


(13) 


FSaviour's Practice, according to his own reckoning, 


will ſometimes juſtifie their being taken out of the 
Loweſt Rank of the People ; and the very Order 
it ſelf will derive Honour upon the Perſon, 
But we'll put it upon another foot: Suppoſe a 
Man of Low Degree ſhould be advanced to the 
Rank of a Baronet ; Wou'd his being of Mean 
Extraction, or Deſcent, make him leſs efteemed, 
provided he acted agreeably to the Station he 
was then in? Wou'd it not be reckon'd a greater 
Credit to him, That by his Merit he had ad- 
vanced himſelf; than, if being Born to that 
Honour, he had acted below himſelf, and run 
into Opinions unworthy ev'n of the Loweſt of 
the People, and ſuitable to none but ſuch as 

were real Monſters in Nature ? 
P. ibid. Can it agree with the Attributes of 
God, that it ſhould be neceſſary, in order to ſup- 
rt the Religion He taught Men, that our Prieſts 
fhould be obliged to derive their Pedigree from 
Idolaters, in order to enable them beneficially to 
adniniſter the Sacraments * Tho' I cann't fay 
it is abfolutely Neceſſary from the Attributes of 
God, that it ſhou'd be ſo ; but that in Fact it 
has been ſo, I may take upon me to affirm. 
Chriſt tells us, That His Church is founded upon 
4 Rock, and the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail 
againſt it, Mat. 16. 18. and that it ſhall, con- 
time to the End of the World, Mat. 28. 20. 
yet for feveral Ages, till Light ſprung up in the 
Chriftian World, not much more than a Century 
and 2 half fince, Chriſtianity was terribly clouded 
with Idolatry and Superſtition: And yet the 
Regular 


(19) 
Regular Succeſſion of the Clergy is ſo indiſpu- 
table, that it does not deſerve thoſe Hard and 
Opprobrious Names with which our Author, 
and ſuch-like Writers are pleaſed to brand it. 
For it is clearly to be proved againſt ſuch Men, 
and all their Adherents and Abettors, both from 
the unqueſtionable Records of the Church, from 
the Reaſon of the Thing, and from the Nature 
of the Sacred lnſtitution. For if ever the Re- 
gular Succeſſion of the Prieſthood had recaiv'd 
any Interruption, there muſt have been a Time 
ſince the Apoſtles, in which there was not 2 
Power of adminiſtring the Sacraments, or preach- 
ing the Goſpe), or, in other terms, wherein there | 
was no ſuch thing as a Church. If ſo, then muſt 
our Saviour's Promiſe, of being with the Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors to the end of the World, 
Mat. 28. 20. have failed ; which I hope this 
Gentleman ( with all his Braſs) will not pre- 
ſume to affirm, It were no difficult Matter to 
prove from the Fathers, this Regular, Uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion, But I ſhall not inſiſt upon 
this any further at preſent, knowing that ſuch 
Authorities would be entirely thrown away upon 
ſo bright an Author. 

P. ibid. Can it agree with them, that the 
Bleſing the Bread and Wine by ſuch wicked and 
ſinful Men, ſhauld be more acceptable to him 
than the honeſt ſober Mind of a worthy Receiver? 
They are both, maſt certainly, requiſite to male 
the Sacrament acceptable, the due Adminiſtra 
tion by a Commiſſioned Hand, and the honeſt 
ſober Mind of the Receiver: Nor can the Im 
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morality or Intentions of the Adminiſtrator hin- 
der the good Effects of the Sacrament, provided 
ſ the Receiver comes duly prepared; agreeably to 
one of the Articles of our Church, (viz. the 26th) 
which runs in the following Words: © Altho' 
4 in the Viſible Church the Evil be ever mingled 
e with the Good, and ſometimes the Evil have 
(the Chief Authority in the miniſtration of the 
Word, and Sacraments ; yet foraſmuch as they 
do not the ſame in their own Name, but in 
L < Chriſt's, and do miniſter by his Commiſſion 
| © and Authority, we may uſe their Miniſtry both 
in Hearing the Word of God, and in Receiving 
| © the Sacraments. Neither is the Effect of 
"| © Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by their 
Wickedneſs; nor the Grace of God's Gifts 
{| © diminiſhed from ſuch, as by Faith, and right- 
ly, do receive the Sacrament miniſtred unto 
them; which be effectual, becauſe of Chriſt's 
l E Inſtitution, and Promiſe, altho' miniſtred by 
I © evil Men. 

ll P.1bid. I ask, whether it can conſiſt with the 
Attributes of God, becauſe a Wife, or a Friend, 
or à Servant has prevail'd with an Old Doating 
li Fellow, to lay his Hand upon an Immoral 25 


be dzbb'd with an _— Character 2 Here 
I I cann't fay, whether öur Knight betrays more 
of his Ignorance, or Impudence: If he is not a 
| ſtranger to Ordination in the Church of England, 
he cann't but know, that Orders are ſeldom or 


Views. Why did he not inſtance in the Parti- 


— — 


Dunce, that by virtue thereof, ſuch a Fellow ſbal! 


never conferred. for ſuch Ends, or with fuck © + 
| 


„ 
culars (if he knew any) wherein they were ſo 
conſerred? The Reaſon is plain, becauſe he 
cou'd not ; nor durſt he do it: There is a thing 
call'd Scandalum Magnatum; of the Meaning of 
which, his School-maſter of Dumbleton cou'd have 
inform'd him; and from which his Title (had 
he laid himſelf liable) wou'd not have been 
able to have skreen'd him. But here he launches 
out, with an unbecoming Pertneſs, againſt the 
Indelible CharaQer of the Clergy ; which has 
been defended by the Generality of the Fathers; 
and thoſe who were of a different Opinion, 
thought nothing leſs than the Sins of Hereſy 
and Schiſm were capable of deleteing it; of which 
a Perſon (a) very eminent for his Skill in Anti- 
quity, ſpeaks as follows: If by a Biſhop, or 
« Prieſt, be meant one that has receiv'd ſuch 
* an Ordination from the Church to the Office 
of Biſhop, or Prieſt, as that if the Man turns 
** Heretick, or Schiſmatick, or Apoſtate, or is 
** Excommunicate, or Degraded ; yet his Ordi- 
** nation remains ſo far Indelible, and Inviolable, 
* as that, if the Church thinks fit, after all his 
* Crimes and Suſpenſions, to admit him, upon his 
* Repentance, to officiate in that Station again, he 
* ſhall need a New Ordination to qualifie himſelf 
* for it: In this ſence, there arg'noneamobeſt the 
* Antients but will allow Hereticks and Schiſma- 
* ticks to be Biſhops and Prieſts, according to 
their reſpe&ive Orders. Some, indeed, were 


(a) Bingham's Scholaſtical Hiſtory of Lay-Baptiſm, Fart I, 


Pag. 88, | | 
* againſt 


_- 


— 


ap — 
- — 
— — — — > - — 
— — — — 
— 2 — —  c 2 
— — — 


— — — 


B — p 
— — 
— 


- — 
- — — 2 - _ - 


— == ==. 


— — 


_ be - » — — — — — — 
= N 2 : IV 
- — = — — 
—— 
— — 


S—m—_— I 


— — —— -- — 
— — 36— —— — — 
— . - -- - 


n 
— 

— - - 
— 
— 

— - 


—_—_— 


— FR 
. — AA 


—— Pure 


* 


- — = 2 = - — * 
22 
— 2 — — — — 


_ — — 
— 
— 


(22) 
againſt their being allowed to officiate in thoſe 
Dignities, and were for depriving them wholly 
of thoſe Honours, when they returned to the 
* Catholick Church, as thinking them unworthy 
to enjoy thoſe Privileges, who had ſo mani- 
ce feſtly prevaricated with the Church, and had 
« gone contrary to the Deſigns and Duties of 
„their Station: But None ever ſaid, that 
« if the Church ſhould think fit to allow 
them to continue in their Service, ſhe muſt 
of neceſſity give them a New Ordination. 
« Thus far therefore they were allowed to be of 
the Clergy ; and upon this foot, many Churches 
and Councils accepted them upon ther Re- 
turn, and permitted them to continue 1n their 
Offices without a Re-Ordination. And when, 
in the Diſcipline of the Church, it was thought 
praper to deprive them of the Power and Ho- 
nour of their Places; yet even in that Caſe, 
the Church did not intend to deny the Vali- 
dity of their Ordination, but ſuppoſed that to 
remain {till ſo entire, as that if ever after the 
Church ſhould recall them to thoſe Offices, 
« ſhe wou'd not do it by giving them a New 
* Ordination. Which is largely inſiſted on 
by St. Auſtin (a) againſt the Donatiſts, and 


i 
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(a) Auguſtin, cont. Parmenian. Lib. 2. cab. 13. Tom. 7. Op. 
p. 41. Edit. Froben. Si viſum eſt opus eſſe ut eadem oſſicia gererent, 
que £erebant, non ſunt rurſus Ordinandi, ſed ſiout Baptiſmus in eis, 
ta Ordinatio manſit integra. Ac cum expedire hoc Fudicatur 
Eceleſiæ ut Prapoſiti eorum, Venientes ad Catholicam Societatem, ho- 
nores ſuos ibi non adminiſtrent; non eis tamen ipſa Ordinationis Sa- 
crament a detrahuntur, ſed manent ſuper eos. & 4 8 
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* St. Jerome (a) againſt the Luciferians ; both 
« which Seas pleaded for the Invadility of He- 
« retical Ordinations; but were refuted, upon 
this Principle of the Catholick Church, That 
Ordination, tho finfully given, if it was Valid, 
js not to be wholly annulled, or afterward 
„ repeated. In this ſence Hereticks, Schiſma- 
« ticks, and Degraded Prieſts were allowed to 
be Prieſts ſtill, and their Acts to be Valid, 
„ tho' done Irregularly, Sinfully, and Unlaw- 
„fully, againſt the Rule and Authority of the 
Church, to their own Deſtruction. 

P. 14. That muſt needs be a Poor Church, in- 
deed, that is not able to adminiſter Neceſſary Sa- 
craments ; tho Mr. Rogers holds a Neceſſity of 
receiving the Sacrament from thoſe that derive 
their Pedigree from the Apoſtles. And Dr. Ro- 
gers is moſt certainly in the right ; and of con- 
ſequence, Mr. (I ſhou'd ſay, Sir Richard) Cox 
in the wrong. For what Authority has any 
Man to adminiſter either of the two Sacraments, 
but ſuch as derive their Authority from the 
Apoſtles > It is not a Civil Right belonging to 
Men, either as Scholars, Gentlemen, or Mem- 
bers of Civil Society, If Chriſt inſtituted an 
Order of Men to perpetuate a Succeſſion, and to 
adminiſter the neceſſary Sacraments; if any other 
Perſon ſhould take upon him ( without a Com- 
miſſion.) to do what theſe, and only theſe have 
Authority to do; Might not the Actions of ſuch 
Perſons » juitly deemed Illegal and Null? 


— — 


(a) Hieron. Dial. adyerſ, Lucifer: 


Sup- 
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Suppoſe, for Inſtance, a Perſon who was not 
Free of a Corporation, ſhou'd take upon him to 
make others Free; Wou'd they thereby obtain 
a Legal Freedom, warranted by Law and Charter, 
the Foundation of ſuch a Right > Or, Suppoſe 
a Private Perſon ſhou'd take upon him to Nomi- 
nate a Lord Chancellor, and declare his Autho- 
rity to be good; Wou'd there be any thing but 
Impudence and Abſurdity in it > And why cou'd 


not he Sign and Seal as well in the King's Name, 


as an Uncommiſhon'd Perſon in Chriſt's > Nay, 
taking it in a lower Inſtance, Suppole Sir Richard 
Cox (who is, as I am informed, ) not in Com- 
miſſion of Peace,) ſhou'd take upon him to grant 
Authority to another Perſon to Act in ſuch a 
Commiſſion : I defire to know why his Warrants 
might not be as Authentick, as the Miniſterial 
Acts of a Perſon who has intruded (without a 
Commiſſion) into the Office of the Miniſtry ? 
P. 16. As for Infant Baptiſm, it can be of no 
Sigmfication ;, for it cann't agree with the Attri- 
butes of God, to Puniſh, or Reward us, when 
we have neither Merited, nor Tranſgreſſed. And 
as to any other Inſtitutions of Chriſt, I ſuppoſe 


he thinks them of no ſignification; ſo it ſigni- 
fies not much, to argue upon this Head with 
an Unbeliever ; tho'- I am far from ſaying, 
that if a Child Dies Unbaptized, thro' the 
negle& of it's Parents, it cann't be ſaved ; for 
Infants muſt be ſometimes excepted from this 
neceſſity of Baptiſm, as being uncapable of 
Knowing, and therefore of Tranſgreſſing the 


Command. Nor is this the Doctrine of our 
Church, 


P 
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neglect of their Parents, all that our Church 
has declared, is this, in one of. 


i 
| 
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Church, that they ſhall be puniſh'd for the 


r Rubricks, 
That it is certain by God's Word, that Chil- 
* dren which are Baptized, dying before they 
„commit actual Sin, are undoubtedly ſaved. 
And all that I can fay, 1s, that if they die 


before Baptiſm, they are within the Benefits 


of Chriſt's Uncovenanted Mercies. Yet if our 
Saviour has laid ſuch a ſtreſs upon Baptiſm, as 
to ſay, (a) Except a Man be born of Water, and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven; and in another place, ) He that 
Believes, and is Baptized, ſhall be \aved ; Why 
ſhould we exclude Infants from the Benefit of 
Salvation? Does he ſuppoſe they will be in a 
State of Neutrality at the Laſt Judgment, and 
that there will be (agreeably to the Popiſh Te- 
net) a Limbus Infantum. It it was neceſſary 


for Children to enter into Covenant under the 


Law by Circumciſion ; Why not under the Goſ- 
pel by Baptiſm > Our Saviour ſays, as above, 
that except 2 Man be born of Water, and of the 
Spirit, he cann't upon the Terms of the Goſpel 
be ſaved. But Sir Richard Cox affirms, that 
there's no need of being born of Water, and 
of the Spirit; for a Perſon may be as ſoon 
ſaved without it, as with it. And which of the 
two muſt we believe; our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who neither can, nor will deceive us, or this 
wild Enthuſiaſtick Baronet > If we are Chri- 


—— 
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ſtians, we muſt adhere to the Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt : and tho Infant Baptiſm cannot be pro- 
ved from expreſs Words of Scripture, yet it ma 
by Deduction. For the Apoſtles received a 
Command to Baptize all Nations ; and ſure, by 
Virtue of that Commiſion, Children were not 
to be excepted. There are no excluſive Terms 
(that I find) in the Commiſſion; and the ſubſe- 
quent Practice of the Primitive Fathers (who 
univerſally agree in the point of Infant Baptifm ) 
1s the beſt Comment we can have upon our Sa- 
viour's Inſtitutions. If Children had been ex- 
cluded, we cann't reaſonably ſuppoſe that the 
Cuftom of Baptizing Infants wou'd have fo uni- 
verſally prevailed, ev'n from the Firſt. For had 
there been any Innovation in this Caſe, I can 
hardly imagine, but ſuch Scrupulous Perſons as 
the Primitive Chriſtians were, wou'd have made 
as great a ſtir in this Caſe, as they did about 
the Obſervation of Eaſter. However, thus much 
1s certain, that the Primitive Fathers had much 
better Opportunities of knowing the Apoſtles 
Mind for the Practice of Infant Baptiſm, than 
any of the Moderns can pretend te, for laying 
it aſide, But this Matter has been ſo well de- 
fended by the judicious (a) Hooker, to whole 
Judgment he all along pretends. to pay the great- 
eſt Deference, and other () Learned Men, 
that it wqy'd be needleſs to multiply Particulars 
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„ 1) Hypker's Eccleſiaſtical Policy, Edit. 1. P. 332. a, 
) Wall's Hiſtory of Intant Baptiſn, —Fhe Myſtery of Anabap- 
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upon à Subject, in which the Rational Patt of 
Mankind are generally agreed; ſpeaking of de- 
ducing the Doctrine of the Trinity by Col. 
lection. | 

P. 17. This deducing by Collection, ( ſays he) 
has been of the moſt pernicious Conſequence, to 
diſturb the Peace of the Chriſtian World. And 
what other Method wou'd he follow, in ſeve- 
ral Cafes? There are ſome things, (not- 
withſtanding he clamours fo much againſt this 
kind of Deduction) which cannot be proved 
otherwiſe. What other way wou'd he take to 
prove the Legal Obſervation of the Lord'i Day, 
Sunday, or Chriſtian Sabbath2 There is no 
expreſs pofitive Command in the New Teftament 
for the change of the Day from the Seventh to 
the Firſt Day of the Week : and yet we deduce 
this by Collection, from Apoſtolical Practice; 


and he and every Body elfe (but the Jews) 


readily come in to the Change, and take this 
to be the particular Day in the Seven, whieh, | 
in purſuance of the Fourth Commandment, is | 
under the Goſpel to be ſanctified, and ſet apart 
for the more immediate Worſhip and Service of 
God. Again, our Saviour has left a Divine | 
Command with his Church, that Bread ſheu'd | 
be bleſſed, broken, diſtributed, and eaten ; and 
at the ſame Time that the Cup ſhou' d be Bleſ- 
ſed; poured out, and drank in Remembrance of 
his Death and Paſſion. Now, at the time that 
our Saviour gave this Command, there were 
none preſent but his Apoſtles; ner, of Conſe- 
quenee, did he ſpeak ditectly to any but them. 
1 D 2 From 


. 
From the Words of the Command, then, we can- 


| | not infer, that neither Lay-Men or Women had 
| . 2 Right to eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, 
J 


but by Collection; for it is notorious, that it 


i Has from the very firſt been the Practice of the 
I | Univerſal Church, that all faithful Chriſtians, 
i], Who have once been Baptized, and come to Years 
5 of Diſcretion, were not only admitted, but en- 
Jjoyned frequently to partake of this Holy Ordi- 
naance: And from this Univerſal Practice, every- 
(| Where receiv'd thro the whole Church, ev'n from 
the Days of the Apoſtles, we have ſufficient 
|, Grounds to conclude, and accordingly it has been 
\\, UPniverſally ſo concluded, that the Obligation ex- 
| tends not only to the Biſhops, as the Apoſtles Suc- 
ceſſors, but to every Chriſtian, ſo ſoon as he ſhall 
(i be capable of paying Obedience to it. But to bring 
the Matter nearer home, Sir Richard Cox is a 
meer Stranger to me : Now, what other way have 
I of deducing his Character, but by Collections 
from his Writings, which repreſent him to me as 
hideous and fright ful enough; but 1 will ſay no 
more, for fear of heating him. 
Pe. 18. It is evident beyond all Contradidtion, 
| | that Power, not Reaſon, makes the Heretick, It 
is evident beyond all Contradiction, that Non- 
ſenſe, not Good Senſe makes what he calls the 
Dunce. But to let that paſs; by his way of 
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||| Reaſoning, the Members of the Church of En- 

| gland in 1648, when both Monarchy and E- 
piſcppacy were ſubverted, were the Schiſmaticks, 
and the Presbyterians the only Orthodox: In 
4651 the Tables were turned, and then the In- 
2 N # dependents 
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dependents were uppermoſt, and of Conſequence 
(by his way of Reaſoning,) the only Orthodox, 
and all the reſt Heterodox. But his Notion 
is as diſagreeable to Reaſon as Religion; (a) 
for Orthodoxy implies a Man's acting conform- 
ably to the Rule of Scripture, and right Rea- 


ſon. But according to Him, there can be no 
ſettled Rule, or Criterion, to diſtinguiſh the 


Orthodox from the Heterodox, but Power; and 
what may be Orthodox one Day, may be He- 
terodox another. When the Popiſh Religion 
was uppermoſt, That was the only Orthodox 
Religion, tho' never-ſo Diſagreeable or Incon- 
ſiſtent with the Word of God, the True Teſt, 
and Sure Mark of Orthodoxy. But how con- 
ſiſtent this is, with what he ſays in the very 
next Page, That what is true one Day, 1s 
* ſo another, Il leave to his Right Worſfipful 
ſelf to determine, and will paſs on. 

P. ibid. I have read all Sides, and yet I con- 
feſs ingenuouſly, that I underſtand nothing of any. 
And ſo it plainly appears, by his way of Rea- 
ſoning. But after all, what a competent Judge 
of Orthodoxy muſt this Man be, who pronoun- 
ces Sentence point-blank, in a Caſe, wherein he 
mgenuouſly owns bis Ignorance, and ſays he un- 
derſtands not one ſyllable of the Matter? He, 
for ſeveral Pages together, takes upon him to 


— 


(a) Vid. Gloſſar. Du Freſne, Suicer. Theſaur., Phavorin. Lexicon, 
Stephan. Theſaur. Ling. Grec. & Lat., Calepin. Diftionar. Hexaglot. 
in Voc, Oęhbelog. & Orthodox. | 

be 


(39) 
be a Judge of Controverſies, and yet at once for- 
feits his Claim to Infallibility, and in direct 
Terms owns his Ignorance. But this is not the 
only Inconſiſtent Thing in his Pamphlet, for 
every Paragraph almoſt abounds with Contra- 
dictions. 

P. 2x. He ſays, De Viſdom of the Parliament, 
our viſible Church, ſbou d find out, and eſtabliſh 
what is agreeable to the Revealed Will and Word 
of God, That the Parliament 1s part of the Vi- 
fible Church, I will not take upon me to deny; 
but it is a very ſmall part indeed. But what 
a ſtrange wild Notion is this, that our Author 
has taken up! tis Novel, and may be reckon'd 
one of the Fictions of his own heated Brain. 
Did the Parliament ever pretend to Ordain the 
Clergy, exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, or 
paſs Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, the allowed Privi- 
lege and Prerogative of our Church Gover- 
nours? Did the Parliament, as ſuch, ever take 
upon them to Preach, or Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, or do any other Clerical Acts? They 
never claimed any fuch Right by A@ of Par- 
liament, or pretended that the Clergy's exerci- 
ſing theſe Powers, was a breach of Parliamen- 
tary Privilege, But here I cann't think, after 
all, that he has given to Ceſar his due, no 
more than to God his: If by Viſble Church, he 
meant, to veſt the Supremacy in the two Hou- 
ſes; how wou'd Henry the Eighth, who threw 
off the Pope's Supremacy, and veſted it in him- 
ſelf, and Succeffors, have taken ir, to have had 
his Supremacy call'd in queſton by ſuch - In- 
Py igni- 


(31) 
ſignificant Perſon ? Baniſhment, Fine, or Tran- 
ſportation wou'd not then have ſerved his Turn: 
the denying of the Supremacy was (2) made 
Felony ; and the benefit of the Clergy, (which 
this righteous Gentleman ſo much deſpiſes) 
after ſuch a bold Aſſertion, wou'd thankfully, 
and almoſt upon any Terms have been accept- 
ed by him. But granting, for once, that he 
allows the King's Supremacy, and had only a 
mind to pay his Reſpects to the Parliament, of 


which he was once an Unworthy Member; 


What a great Complement wou'd he make the 
King, when he told him, that he was the 
Head of a Church, whoſe Doctrines are Impious, 
Blaſphemous, and Whimſical, and not agreeable, 
or any ways conſiſtent with the Attributes of 
God; whoſe Clergy are Drunkards, Whoremongers, 
Plunderers of the People of God, Impoſtors, Im- 
moral Stupid Dunces £2 

P. 20. We have lately ſeen an Immoral Stu- 
pid Dunce ramble thro the Nation in his hot- 
headed manner, and recerved every-where al- 
moſt with Divine Honours, &c. and for not hi 


I 3 pe. 2. 8 T_T —_ = Mr -— de > - 


more, that ever I heard of, than for Curſing the i 


Proteſtant Succeſſion, But who was this Inma- 
ral Dunce? Why did he not name his Name, 
that we might have either ſubmitted to the 
Character, if true; or deny'd it, if falſe? *Tis 
to be hoped it was ſome Boſom Friend or 
Aequaintance of his own, becauſe of the great 


* 


(a) 28 Hen. 8. c. 10. . 7. 31 Hen. 8. c. 1. ſ. 14. See dib- 


len? code, p. 31, 33+ 
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Freedom he takes with Character. If not, I will 
take upon me to affirm, that this nameleſs Per- 
ſon is ſome very good Man, for otherwiſe he 
would farce have incurred Sir Richard Cox's 
Diſpleaſure : And it will be eſteem'd a Credit 
to have his Ill Word, whoſe Tongue is no 
Slander. But after all, the Perſon whom he 
ſtigmatizes with the Title of Inmoral and 
Stupid Dunce, may be Dr. Sacheverel, who is 


made a Butt for all the Profligate and De- 
bauch'd Wretches in the Kingdom to ſhoot 


at. 
tell us ſo in direct Terms, that he may be 


If he is the Perſon, why does he not 


called to Anſwer it elſewhere, and in another 
way ? For it is not convenient that a Perſon 


in ſo eminent a Station, and whoſe Character 
is unſullied in all other reſpects, but by the 


Unſavoury Breaths of ſuch a Foul-mouth'd 
Writers, ſhou'd be traduc'd by every Immoral 
Dunce, who has nothing but Scurrility and 
IIl-Manners to recommend him. 

P. 22. We loft our Way when we parted with 
our Bible Our only Guide is the Bible: If we 
wou'd ſafely Travel, we muſt go to our Guide 
the Bible. Tho' the Word Bible is ſo often at 
his Tongue's end, yet he Writes as if he had 
never read one Syllable of it. For his Bible 


no where encourages ſuch an unwarranted Li- 


berty towards his Betters. The Bible orders 
him (a) to ſpeak Evil of no Man, much leſs of 


o Sacred an Order as the Clergy: His Bible 


— — 
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(.) Janes 4. 11. 


commands 
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commands him (2) to obey thoſe that have the 
Rule over him, as thoſe that watch fur his Soul, 


His Bible may convince him, that the Chara- | 


er of a Chriſtian, is ſo far from engaging him 


to defame his Neighbour, that the Apoſtle ſays, | 
Being deſamed, we intreat, 1 Cor. 4. 13. And 


how far he has been conformable ro his Bible, 
I will leave it to every one, from theſe Inſtan- 
ces, to judge. But this brings to my Mind a 


Story of a Fanatick, who, in the Time of the 


Grand Rebellion, was what Sir Roger L'Fftrange 
calls Bible- Mad, and uſed (like this Man) up- 
on every Occaſion to Ring Changes upon the 
Word Bible. Tho', 'tis probable, he neither 
underſtood, nor valued it one jot more than 
our wiſe Author. This ſanctified Brother, 
when a Party of Cavaliers came to his Houſe 
and demanded Twenty Pounds, readily gave it 
them; and when a Second Party came and 
demanded his Wife and Children, he paid as 
ready Obedience to their Demands ; but 
when a Third came for his Bible, My Bible, 
(ſays he,) I love my Bible; Ill not part with 
my Bible; I'll live and die with my Bible, Which 
Story I will leave with our Wiſe Sir Anight to 
apply, and will proceed to the Conſideration 
of the remaining part of his Pamphlet. 
P. 23. The Form formerly uſed in making Bi- 
ſhops in Ireland, was the Command of the Prince. 
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(a) Hebr. 3. 17. 
E Here 


1 
| 
by 
þ 


/ 


( 34 ) 


Here I find our wiſe Author has not Brains 


ſufficient to enable him to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
Nomination and Conſecration ; the Prince un- 
doubtedly formerly Nominated the Perſon, and 
ſo he does ſtill; but there was always a Subſe- 
quent Conſecration, without which there cou'd 
have been no Biſhop ; as ev'n this worthy Au- 
thor might have been convinced, had he been 
in the leaſt verſed in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 

P. ib. The Form uſed in England, 1s ſo far 
from being more Apoſtolical, that it 15 a meer 
Mockery, that cann't agree with the Attributes 
of God. I really bluſh at the unparallel'd Af- 
{urance and Confidence of this Man, in find- 
ing Fault with what, *tis only odds, he has 
never look'd into; or if he has, he don't un- 
derſtand. But wherein, I ſhould be glad to 
know, is our Conſecration meer Mockery ; or 
which of the Attributes of God does it in- 
trench upon? If neither of theſe two Aſſer- 
tions can be made out, as I am confident they 
cannot, this Author is a Trifling Caviller, 
to ſay no worſe of him, and unworthy of 
having the leaſt ſhadow of an Argument 
thrown away upon him. 

He. ſhall hardly find any Inducement to make 
us believe that 1t will be more acceptable to 
Ged, to have. an Eſtate enjoyd by one of theſe 
Sully. Creatures, (viz. the. Biſhops,) than by. 4 
Sober, Honeſt Chriſtian, who ſerves God to the 
beſt of his "Knowledge, The Murder is now 
come out; they are the Biſhops Manours, _ 

ne 
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fine Eſtates, and the Rights of the Parochial 
Clergy, which this Silly Creature drops his 
Noſe over, and wiſhes in his own Poſſeſſion g 
and which occafion all this Outcry and Cla- 
mbur. But is he ſo fond of his Bible, and 
yet cou'd never find there, that the Clergy 
were entitled to a Maintenance? He may poſ- 
fibly Gay, with his Friends the Quakers, that 
there is no expreſs Goſpel Command for the 
Payment of Tythes. And 'tis evident (as is 
before obſerved,) that there is no expreſs Goſ- 
pel Command for the Change of the Sabbath, 
from the Seventh to the Firſt Day. But tho 
tis probable, that there may be no Goſpel 
Command, in direct, expreſs, and poſitive Terms, 
for the Payment of Tythes; yet there are 
Texts which imply as much, as what the Cler- 
gy plead for. What, I ſhould be glad to know, | 
does he think of Luke 10. 7. compared with | 
Matth. 10. 10. where tis ſaid, that the La- 
bourer is worthy of his Hire? And of that o- 
ther Paſſage, 1 Cor. 9. 11. If we (viz. the A- 
poſtles) =» wnto you ſpiritual things, is it 4 
great thing if we reap your carnal things & 
Gal. 6. 6. Nay, there are ſome other Paſſa- 
ges, which might be produc'd for the Proof 
of the Clergy's Right to Maintenance, but theſe 
ſhall ſuffice at preſent. 

P. ibid. Mr. Rogers gives great Privileges to 
thoſe that have felt the weight of the Biſhop's 
Hand upon their Noddles for, indeed, there's no 
more in it, Here again this wiſe Baronet = 
2 0 


be Wading beyond his Depth: What, Nothing 
I] convey'd by Ordination? Then I find our 
' Saviour's Commiſſion to his Apoſtles was to 


no Purpoſe ; and Chriſtianity is a meer Jeſt 
and Banter, contrived on Purpoſe by Politi- 
cians to keep the Vulgar in Awe. And this 
is what he has been driving at, in all his 
El, Scandalous Pamphlets. He thinks, if the Di- 
vine Right of Epiſcopacy cou'd be once ſet 
aſide, and the Chriſtian Prieſthood once run 
don, that Chriſtianity it ſelf would not be 
long behind. For whatever tends to give 
People a Contemptible Opinion of the Clergy, 
does conſequently ſo of their Adminiſtrations : 
And when once Ignorant People find the Fun- 
damentals of the Chriſtian Religion ſtruck at 
with Impunity, it's odds if they don't herd 
with Men who are no Chriſtians ; eſpecially 
vbhen they are inſtructed by ſuch Men, That 
Prieſt-craft is Religion, and that Religion is 
meer Prieſt- craft; That the Pay ing of Reſpect, 
or Tythes to the Clergy, is an Impoſit ion 
upon their Underſtandings, and Pockets; And 
to be a Member of the Church eſtabliſhed, is 


to be no Chriſtian. 
P. ibid. I am mightily pleas d with Mr. Ro- 


gers 's comparing the Church to the Family of 
an Abſent Lord. And the Reaſon of this 1s 
plain ; Becauſe he wiſhes the Church Catholick 
was reduced to the ſize of a Private Family: 
for, like that Infamous Buffoon Harry Martin, 
he cou'd then be delighted with the Sight of 
1 a Poor 
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a Poor Parſon. Then Sir Richard Cox might 
do what was Right in his own Eyes, and 
Wrong in every one's elſe. Then the Tythes 
of Dumbleton wou'd revert into his own 
Hands: And then, as Religion wou'd be leſs - 
Chargeable and Burthenſome, it wou'd be 
much more Beautiful and Comely in his fight, 
I remember, whilſt a Clergy Man of Note in 
the City of London was Beautifying his Church, 
a Pragmatical Pariſhioner, much of Sir Richard 
Cox's ſize in Religion and Sence, chanced to 
come in, and made this wiſe Obſervation upon 
it, That the Parſon was always putting his 
Pariſhoners upon fre and needleſs Expences ; and 
he verily believ d, that there was ſomething of 
Popery in the Painting of the Altar-Piece. But 
when he was told by a Stander-by, That it 
was done at the ſole Expence and Charge of 
the Rector ; he declared, almoſt with the ſame 
Breath, That it was very Pretty, and vow'd that 
he did not perceive one dram of Popery in it. 
Which proves from what Cauſe the unreaſon- 
able Clamours of ſuch People proceed : Not 
from the pretended Immorality of the Clergy, 
the uſual Topick of their wicked Railery and 
Ridicule ; but from the uſual (tho ſmall) Ex- 
pence with which Religion 1s accompany'd : and 
to be free from the one, tis plain, that they 
wou'd readily quit all their Claim and Preten- 
tions to the other. 


And 
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And now 1 have done with our Doughty 
Diſputant, whom tho' I have treated with a 
good deal of Freedom, yet this will be my 
\ Excuſe, That he has treated the Clergy, nay, 
Chriſtranity it ſelf, with a great deal more. 
And when Men take upon them to Ridicule 
and Banter the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, I cann't 
ſee what Right they have to Civil Treatment. 
if St. Pax! commands us, with an Heretick, 
not ſo much 25 ro eat, 1 Cor. 5.11.; I ſhou'd 
be glad to know, what Claim any Man who 
makes it his buſineſs to Ridicule and Rail at 
Religion, can have to Courteous and Com- 
plaitant Uſage 2 And if St. Paul elſewhere 
cothinands us, To mark them who cauſe Divi- 
font, contrary to what we have learned, and 
avoid them, Rom. 16. 17. 5 fure, that Perſon, 
who does not only make it his buſineſs to 1 
Divide, but wou d, (if we may preſume to judge 
of his Intentions, by Collections from his Wri- 
tings,) lay Religion wholly afide, and by that 
means at once put an end to all Religious 
Differences; | ought to be avoided as much, 
hay more; than the moſt Peſtilent and Perverſe 
Hetetick, Aud as St, Ly ar uſed Cerinthus, 
when he met him in the Bath, and fled out 
of it, for fear the Roof of it ſhou'd have fallen 
upon his Head; or, as Polycarp (b) uſed 


% 
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(a) Iren. lib. 3. p. 204. edit. Grabe. (6) Iren. Id. ib. 
Pf | Marcion, 
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Marcion, when he told him, That he knew 
him to be the Firſt-born of Satan; (ſo much 


did the Apoſtles and their Diſciples fear the 


keeping Company with Hereticks, that they 
wou'd not Communicate evn in Word with 
Thoſe whoſe who had Corrupted the Truth:) 
So ſhou'd every good Chriſtian uſe ſuch a Wri- 
ter as Sir R—d C—ks ; avoid him as an Ene- 
my to all Goodneſs, and Good Manners, Nei- 
ther wou'd this be inconſiſtent with the Rules 


of Right Reaſon, the Law of Good Manners, 
or the Precepts of the Goſpel. 
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